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Synopsis

When a bus driver takes a break from his route, a very unlikely volunteer springs up to take his
place-a pigeon! But you've never met one like this before. As he pleads, wheedles, and begs his
way through the book, children will love being able to answer back and decide his fate.In his
hilarious picture book debut, popular cartoonist Mo Willems perfectly captures a preschooler’s

temper tantrum.

Book Information

Age Range: 2 - 6 years

Lexile Measure: 120L (What's this?)

Hardcover: 40 pages

Publisher: Hyperion Books; 1st edition (2003)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 078681988X

ISBN-13: 978-0786819881

Product Dimensions: 9.2 x 0.4 x 9.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 12 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.6 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (701 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #599 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #3 inA Books > Children’s Books >
Animals > Birds #5 inA Books > Children’s Books > Early Learning > Beginner Readers #15
inA Books > Children’s Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life > Friendship, Social Skills & School Life

> Emotions & Feelings

Customer Reviews

Because this book won a 2003 Caldecott Honor, you’re probably going to hear a lot of people
complaining about it. "Oh the art isn’t beautiful". "Oh my four-year-old child could’ve drawn it". "Oh it
isn’t Caldecott-worthy" (whatever that may mean). The fact of the matter is, | was a little shocked
too. This book won a Caldecott honor? The one where an amusing pigeon tries every bit of
persuasion he can think of to wheedle himself into the driving seat of a bus? Now I've loved this
book since it was first published. When [ first read it | laughed out loud. Quick! Recite the children’s
books you love that make you laugh out loud! Not so easy to think of, are they? So I've returned to
this little treasure in the hopes of discovering why that Caldecott nominating committee loved this
book as much as my pretty self. Could it have been the artwork? Deceptively simple is the best way

to describe its style. The pigeon isn’'t exactly a Michaelangelo. He’s drawn with thick black lines,



shaded in with blue and yellow. But has a Michaelangelo ever really amused you? Look a little
closer at this pigeon and you realize the book’s genius. His oversized eyeballs exquisitely display
every emotion possible. From sweet and innocent to consumed with an all-encompassing rage. The
pages wherein the pigeon completely freaks out and screams at the top of his lungs, "LET ME
DRIVE THE BUS!!I" is the temper tantrum of a two-year-old rendered into an aviary form.But do kids
like this book? Well, ladies and gentlemen, the answer is yes. In fact, clever readers let the kids
hearing this tale say, "NO!" every time the pigeon tries a new tactic. When the pigeon says,

"Please", the kids say no. When the pigeon says, "l tell you what: I'll just steer", the kids say no.
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